Let’s Worship God Together!
October 4, 2026

Prelude Aly Soriano

Welcome Gene Luciani
(We are so glad that you’ve chosen to worship with us today. If you are a visitor, we’d love for you to share
with us a visitor card as found in your pew and place it in the offering plate. We want you to know how happy
we are that you are here! Nursery/ Sunday School is available downstairs for babies — 5% grade
Our 2™ - 5 graders stay in service until after Children’s message & then go to Sunday School.)

*Call to Worship Gene Luciani
One: Young and old, sons and daughters of God, all you who are the diverse creations of
God’s imagination and love, join in praise and thanksgiving as we worship the One who
brings us together.

Many: We come together to this place, bringing our varied stories, our unique gifts, and
our distinct calls to serve.

One: We come together in partnership and mission, knowing that we are called to be the
church. Not just the church here in Athens, GA but connected to the Church worldwide.
Many: We come together to this place, bringing our varied stories, our unique gifts, and
our distinct calls to serve.

One: We are called the one hope of our high calling--- one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God to all.

Many: We come together to this place, bringing our varied stories, our unique gifts, and
our distinct calls to serve. Let us worship God now!

*Hymn of Celebration “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” No. 23
Congregational Prayer Chaplain Cole Knapper
Welcoming God, we give thanks that we can freely gather each week not only to worship
but to share in fellowship of your table. Today, though, if we were to talk about those who
will soon be coming to the table with us, we might be surprised by everything those
around us are carrying. For in this room this morning, there is anticipation. There are
forgotten dreams. There are hurting hearts. There are unresolved questions. There is
heaviness about hard decisions yet to be made. There is joy in the most surprising of
places. There is hope that got somebody out of bed this morning. There is fear that
someone doesn’t have what it takes to make it through what will come. The list is long,
God, but today we claim that in the midst of it, Christ is walking, holding hands, lifting,
mending wounds, breathing new life and breaking bread. Not just with us but with all our
brothers and sisters around the world of every race, of every creed, of every nation. So, as

we prepare to commune with all of those on this journey with us, remind us today that
you are the memory of where we have been. You are the anticipation of where we are
going. Keep us connected to one another as we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Song of Response “Glory be to the Father” No. 36

Children’s Moment Mallory Reiter

Singing the Psalm Psalm 82 See Insert
Giving our Gifts Gene Luciani
You can give online through fccathens.org or at the offering plate as it is passed. As
always, we are thankful for your generous support of the mission of our church!
Offertory Aly Soriano
*The Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creations here below. Praise God
above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. AMEN

*Offertory Prayer Gene Luciani
Holy God, bless these gifts for your good use. May these tokens of our gratitude be of
service in liberating the poor, feeding the hungry, and encouraging those who need to
know that they are loved unconditionally. Use these gifts to further Christ’s mission and
ministry in a hurting world. Amen.
Choral Offering “The Call” arr: Leavitt
Gospel Reading John 20:19-31

Read by: Kayla Hart (English); Sara Jean Lane (Mandarin); Samuel Son (Korean); Mallory

Reiter (German); Laurel McFarland (Italian); Elizabeth Gentry (French);
Katie Jones (Spanish)



Sermon “Arise, Athens, Arise!” Chaplain Cole Knapper
Music for Meditation “Be Thou My Vision” arr: Hunter

Gathering at the Communion Table
(We celebrate an open communion table and welcome all to participate, adults and children alike from all
denominational backgrounds. If you sit in the balcony, elements are available at the back on the table.
Gluten free communion is also available.)

Invitation to Communion Josh Cohen
Song of Preparation “If You Love Me” arr: Tallis
Prayer for Communion Susan Mull

Sharing Communion Together
(At this time. you may come forward if you are able to receive communion from the pastor, then go to your
seat to eat/ drink when given instructions. If you would like us to bring communion to you, raise your hand
and an elder will come to you. When finished, place the empty cups in the pew holder in front of you.)

*Commitment Hymn “Let There Be Peace on Earth” No. 677
Life of the Church Gene Luciani
Benediction Chaplain Cole Knapper
Closing Chorus “He Is Lord” No. 117
Postlude Aly Soriano

Worship Servants Today:
Counters: Carlas Allgood and Gloria McCrary
Offering: Josh Knott and Mary Ann Maxwell

Musician: Aly Soriano
Guest Preacher: Chaplain Cole Knapper

We are pleased to welcome today to our pulpit Chaplain Cole Knapper. She is an intersectional, 21st Century Civil
Rights Advocate who was born and raised in Athens, GA who now serves the Athens-Clarke County Police
Depattment as a Chaplain. Chaplain Cole is a post 9/11 US Army War Veteran who was deployed on four

separate operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. We are blessed to have Chaplain Cole as a friend of our church!
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The Life of the Church

e  Pastor Elizabeth will return to the office tomorrow and looks forward to seeing you next week!

e Our next “Lunch and Learn” will be Wednesday at noon. We will learn more from Alison Alwes of
Family Connections and Communities in Schools. Our elders will meet at 1 pm.

e Next Sunday evening from 5-7 pm, our children will gather for a Pumpkin Party in the Fellowship
Hall. Parents night out! Cost is $5 to cover the pizza supper.

e The Athens area Emergency Food Bank has requested this month canned peas, saltine crackers and
pork n beans.

concerns of the Chureh

Church members at home:
Mary Beussee

Betty Simmons

Lavonda Cheek

Mike Copas

Ronnie Edgar

Stacy, Kyle & Benjamin Kimmel
Angela Antans

Ann Strawser

Gloria O'Riley

Friends of our congregation:

Sarah Allgood (daughter-in-law of Carlas and Jeana Allgood)
David Walt (friend of the VanDycks)

Rachel Hagan (Kevin's Hagan's mother)

Dawn Smith (friend of Cameron Jay Harrelson)

Ron Bates (friend of Rick Leffel)

Lenora Dyer (friend of Kristin Pope)

Gloria Parker (Mallory Reiter’s grandmother)

Emily Faith Sir Louis

Russell Sloan (Angie Townsend’s son)

Lauren McClusky (Marguerite Burch’s granddaughter)

Carol Lowe (Extended family member of Mike and Marilyn Hiott)
Karen Dolezol (friend of Angela Antans)

Joe Cobb Burch (nephew of Marguerite Burch)

Bill Jordan (son-in-law of Marguerite Burch)
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