
    

                                Let’s Worship God Together!  

August 23, 2026 
Prelude Aly Soriano 
 
Welcome                                                                                                           Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 

(We are so glad that you’ve chosen to worship with us today. If you are a visitor, we’d love for you to share 
with us a visitor card as found in your pew and place it in the offering plate. We want you to know how happy 

we are that you are here! Nursery/ Sunday School is available downstairs for babies – 5th grade 
Our 2nd – 5th graders stay in service until after Children’s message & then go to Sunday School.) 

 

*Call to Worship  Tommy Valentine  
One: Our help is in the name of the Lord our God, 
Many: The Maker of heaven and earth, 
One: who comes to our aid in times of need, 
Many: who gives us the courage to do what we know is right, 
One: who invites us to turn away from the influences of the world around us 
Many: and name him as Savior and Lord.  
One: This is our God! 
Many: Let’s worship together now!  
  
*Hymn of Celebration         “O Worship the King” No. 17 
 
Congregational Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer                                           Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 
God of our community and whole community of believers, it is right and good that we 
pause in the middle of this Pentecost season to think about the way your Spirit is always 
present among us. God, we thank you for the community of faith with which we pray each 
week: for the differences among us by which we are enriched and challenged; for your 
amazing grace that forgives and restores us when we lose our way; for new insights from 
ancient, holy words, and for friends along the way that encourage us, uplift us and remind 
us to laugh too.  
 
In the lean times and in the abundant times, remind us that all time is your time. In this 
time with so many things uncertain, help us to recognize what is essential to do and what 
is not. Sometimes, often, we cannot see the road ahead, but as we travel together we can 
remind one another of our identity as your beloved. We can hold on to this hope no 
matter what comes.  
 

When our call to live as your community in this world seems overwhelming, teach us the 
value of one hand extended in love, one word expressed in care, one plate of food for 
someone in need of comfort, one moment of rest in a day of work, one voice of hope 
uplifting a lonely spirit. We have so many gifts to give each other so let us not grow weary 
in doing good as we pray the prayer you taught your disciples to pray saying: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.                  
 
Song of Response  “Glory be to the Father” No. 36 
 
Children’s Moment   Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 
 
Singing the Psalm  Psalm 124 See insert  
  
Giving our Gifts  Tommy Valentine  
You can give online through fccathens.org or at the offering plates as it is passed. As 
always, we are thankful for your generous support of the mission of our church! 
 
Offertory  Aly Soriano 
 
*The Doxology               
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creations here below. Praise God 

above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. AMEN 
 

*Offertory Prayer  Tommy Valentine 
God, take all these gifts we offer. Add your blessing. Most of all, shower love upon them so 
that goodness may overflow in our community because we have given today. AMEN 
 
Choral Offering                             “But for His People”                                               Handel 
 
Scripture Reading                                  Exodus 1:8-2:10                                 OT, page 45-46 
          
Sermon              “Help for the Neighborhood” Rev. Elizabeth Hagan  
 



    

Music for Meditation                 “Bread of the Angel Host”  Franck  
 
Gathering at the Communion Table 

(We celebrate an open communion table and welcome all to participate, adults and children alike from all 
denominational backgrounds. If you sit in the balcony, elements are available at the back on the table. 

Gluten free communion is also available.) 

  
Invitation to Communion           Rev. Elizabeth Hagan  
 
Song of Preparation                    “One Bread, One Body”                                         No. 393     
 
Prayer for Communion                     Rick Leffel 
 
Sharing Communion Together  

(At this time. you may come forward if you are able to receive communion from the pastor, then go to your 
seat to eat/ drink when given instructions. If you would like us to bring communion to you, raise your hand 

and an elder will come to you. When finished, place the empty cups in the pew holder in front of you.) 

 
*Commitment Hymn             “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” No. 86 
 
Benediction and Life of the Church  Rev. Elizabeth Hagan
  
Congregational Closing Song       “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”   
   No. 446 (First Ending) 

 
Postlude  Aly Soriano  

Worship Servants Today:   
Counters: Carlas Allgood and Gene Luciani  
Offering: Loretta Kamiri and Bob Dulinawka 

Musician: Aly Soriano 
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The Life of the Church  
• The choir will rehearse today after worship! We always welcome new singers.  

• Our partner elementary school, JJ Harris needs our help. For the next two weeks, we will be 
collecting prizes (laundry detergent, dish soap, dish towels, other cleaning supplies, etc.) for a grade 
level parent breakfast that will encourage engagement and participation. See the newsletter this 
week to learn more!  

• Sunday School Open House is next Sunday! Parents/ caregivers are invited to join the children 
downstairs after worship to learn more about their Sunday morning routines.  

• The Athens area Emergency Food Bank has requested this month white rice, ramen and  
pork n beans.  

 

Concerns of the Church 

 
Church members at home: 
Kristina Gentry 
Mary Beussee 
Betty Simmons  
Lavonda Cheek 
Mike Copas 
Ronnie Edgar 
Stacy, Kyle & Benjamin Kimmel 
Angela Antans 
Ann Strawser   
Gloria O’Riley  
 
Friends of our congregation: 
David Walt (Friend of Marla & Pete VanDyck) 
Dawn Smith (Friend of Cameron Jay Harrleson)  
Ron Bates (friend of Rick Leffel)  
Brooke Korum (friend of Kristin Pope)  
Gloria Parker (Mallory Reiter’s grandmother) 
Emily Faith Sir Louis  
Russell Sloan (Angie Townsend’s son) 
Lauren McClusky (Marguerite Burch’s granddaughter)  
Carol Lowe (extended family member of Mike and Marilyn Hiott) 
Karen Dolezol (friend of Angela Antans) 
Joe Cobb Burch (nephew of Marguerite Burch) 
Bill Jordan (son-in-law of Marguerite Burch)  
Rachel Hagan (Kevin Hagan’s mother)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


