
    

                                Let’s Worship God Together!  

July 12, 2026 
Prelude Aly Soriano 
 
Welcome                                                                                                           Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 

(We are so glad that you’ve chosen to worship with us today. If you are a visitor, we’d love for you to share 
with us a visitor card as found in your pew and place it in the offering plate. We want you to know how happy 

we are that you are here! Nursery/ Sunday School is available downstairs for babies – 5th grade 
Our 2nd – 5th graders stay in service until after Children’s message & then go to Sunday School.) 

 

*Call to Worship “Love One Another” No. 189
    
*Hymn of Celebration    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” No. 25 
 
Congregational Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer                                       Rev. Elizabeth Hagan   
Gracious God of love, we come before you on the edge of a new week as a community 
gathered mindful of this: we are better together. We need each other. So together we 
pause in community to pray for each other (silence is held) 
 
From our hearts, we come to you, O God, weary and carrying heavy burdens. Some of us 
bear the yoke of illness; some of us bear the yoke of loss and grief; some of us bear the 
yoke of caring for those who cannot care for themselves; some of us bear the yoke of 
unemployment or underemployment; some of us bear the yoke of hunger;  some of us 
bear the yoke of oppression or marginalization; some of us bear the yoke of anger; some 
of us bear the yoke of depression; some of us bear the yoke of addiction. From these and 
from so many other yokes, dear God, we pray for rest; we pray healing; we pray for 
release; we pray for wholeness. God of all life, may peace and justice fill our land and, 
indeed, the whole world. We pray this morning for the escalating tension and violence in 
the Middle East, for the Ebola crisis that continues, and for all of those who live in 
conditions where their safety is threatened, where freedoms are denied, and where their 
life is treated as anything less than sacred. Gracious God, grant us the yoke of Christ, 
binding us together, tethered by your love, guided by your presence, bringing your 
kingdom into this world. It is for this kingdom that we now pray, using the words Jesus 
taught us.  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.                  
 
Song of Response  “Spirit of the Living God”  No. 259 
 
Children’s Moment  Mallory Reiter 
 
Singing the Psalm  Psalm 199:1-8  Psalter 759 
   Samuel Son  
 
Giving our Gifts  Josh Cohen  
You can give online through fccathens.org or at the offering plates as it is passed. As 
always, we are thankful for your generous support of the mission of our church! 
 
Offertory  Aly Soriano 
 
*The Doxology               
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creations here below. Praise God 

above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. AMEN 
 

*Offertory Prayer  Josh Cohen 
                                                                                             
Choral Offering                                      
 
Scripture Reading                                   Lamentations 3:22-33                           NT, page 724 
 
Sermon             “Brave Conversations: Let’s Talk about Grief” Rev. Elizabeth Hagan                                                        
 
We pause and hold unashamed space for these days full of disappointments we could 
not see coming, and reminders of what could have been. O Loving Maker remind us that 
our grief is safe with you. Lamenting is not a waste of our time. Hope deferred makes 
our hearts sick, so we ask that you remind us, O Jesus that what we grieve –  the lost job, 
the health of a loved one or ourselves, the paused relationship, the postponed event, 
the end of a project that stirred our hearts – was never the source of our hope to begin 
with. You are our hope! We are blessed when we mourn, for we shall be comforted. 
Amen. 
 



    

Music for Meditation                         Dockery Family  
 
Gathering at the Communion Table 

(We celebrate an open communion table and welcome all to participate, adults and children alike from all 
denominational backgrounds. If you sit in the balcony, elements are available at the back on the table. 

Gluten free communion is also available.) 

 
Invitation to Communion            Rev. Elizabeth Hagan  
 
Song of Preparation                           “Come, Share the Lord” No. 408 
 
Prayer for Communion                    Mary Garrison 
 
Sharing Communion Together  

(At this time. you may come forward if you are able to receive communion from the pastor, then go to your 
seat to eat/ drink when given instructions. If you would like us to bring communion to you, raise your hand 

and an elder will come to you. When finished, place the empty cups in the pew holder in front of you.) 

 
*Commitment Hymn             “How Firm a Foundation” No. 618 
 
Life of the Church and Benediction  Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 
  
Closing Song  “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 

Sweet, Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly dove. Stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we 

have been revived when we shall leave this place. 
 

Postlude  Aly Soriano 
 

Worship Servants Today:   
Counters: Gloria McCrary and Mary Ann Maxwell  

Offering: Matthew Reiter and Philip Maxwell  
Musicians: Aly Soriano 
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The Life of the Church  
• This Tuesday at 2 pm is our workday at the Northeast Georgia Foodbank! See you there.  

• Can you support our summer mission project to benefit Athens Wellness Clinic? We are collecting 
items such as Advil, sunscreen, and hand sanitizer between now and July 19th!  

• Mark your calendar for our next “Lunch and Do” July 22nd at noon where we will make sack lunches 
to benefit our unhoused neighbors at Sparrow’s Nest.  

• Our annual “Intergenerational VBS” weekend is August 1st and 2nd! Mark your calendars now for this 
fun and inspirational weekend led by Rev. Dana Trent and our children led by Tabitha Bodie. 

 

Concerns of the Church 
Family of Pat Jameson 

Rachel Hagan (Kevin Hagan’s mother) 
Gloria O’Riley (St. Mary’s Hospital) 

 
Church members at home: 
Mary Beussee 
Betty Simmons  
Lavonda Cheek 
Mike Copas 
Ronnie Edgar 
Stacy, Kyle & Benjamin Kimmel 
Angela Antans 
Ann Strawser   
 
Friends of our congregation: 
Ron Bates (Friend of Rick Leffel)  
John Goldsack (Friend of the VanDycks) 
Brooke Korum (friend of Kristin Pope)  
Gloria Parker (Mallory Reiter’s grandmother) 
Emily Faith Sir Louis  
Russell Sloan (Angie Townsend’s son) 
Lauren McClusky (Marguerite Burch’s granddaughter)  
Carol Lowe (Extended family member of Mike and Marilyn Hiott) 
Karen Dolezol (friend of Angela Antans) 
Joe Cobb Burch (nephew of Marguerite Burch) 
Bill Jordan (son-in-law of Marguerite Burch)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


